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Nothing beats the feeling of giving, or receiving, the perfect gift. The kind of gift that’s more than a gadget with a 
ribbon on top. The kind of gift that goes above and beyond all expectations. The kind of gift that says, I know you 
and I love you. 

Glen Scrivener is an author, speaker and filmmaker and Director of the charity Speak Life. The words quoted 
above are his and they form the invitation he makes in his book, The Gift, to look again at the story behind the 
festive, Christmas season and discover that this story, God’s story, can give you what you’ve really always 
wanted. 

I want to invite you to join us as we explore the Gift behind the Christmas gifts. We start on Sunday                       
1st December, Advent Sunday, at 11am.  A list of the times and themes of the services for December is included 
in this copy of the News Sheet. 

As you consider coming along on Sunday mornings can I ask you to do something else?  
Invite. Invite a friend, a relative, a neighbor or a colleague. Invite them to come with you.  
We often describe Christmas as a time of peace and goodwill, a season of getting             
together and a time for family & community. Let’s make this Christmas not only a time 
of celebration but also a time of invitation. 

God sent His Son to invite us to know Him and to love Him and to follow Him. Let’s 
take God’s example and follow it. 

I look forward to seeing you and those whom you invite to come along with you, over the 
coming weeks, as together we celebrate the greatest Gift of all!! 

Every blessing to you and those whom you love, 
 
Albin 

Sunday mornings @ SPC 2020 

SHARE! This resource, produced by PCI, is designed to encourage and develop a culture of mission within a 
congregation around: 

 Building relationships with those outside of church  

 Cultivating community around church life that connects with unreached 
people  

 Inviting encounter with the gospel through equipping people to share 
their story of faith and the gospel story, whilst also encouraging people 
to be more invitational.  

We often carry real fears about sharing our faith. SHARE will encourage us to approach God’s mission with a 
sense of realism and greater confidence and expectation that God can work in and through us as part of the  
mission of the church. 

Using Sunday morning services to explore what the Bible says and Sunday and Wednesday evenings around 
tables to chat, question and discuss, SHARE will help us grow in our faith and equip us to share the greatest 
story of all – God’s love revealed in Jesus. 

Inside Out: During the spring and post- Easter, as well as thinking about  
sharing our faith we are also going to look at what it means to be a welcoming 
church. Themes covered will include being an outward facing community;    
loving difference; welcome on Sundays; welcoming those from other cultures 
and countries, as well as those with other capabilities and views; making space 
for others in our church life. 

Most of us think our congregation is a welcoming place. But is it? How would 
we know? Who could tell us? What things, that seem familiar to us, might 
seem weird to others? What would it be like to come in as a visitor for the first 
time? Most importantly, what does it look like to welcome others as Christ    
welcomes us? 

 

 

 



1 Dec 11am 
3pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - ’It’s for you’ 
Afternoon Service  

8 Dec 11am 
4pm - 6pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - ’You shouldn’t have’ 
Messy Church @ St Molua’s Church of Ireland 

15 Dec 11:00am -  
11:45am 

Sunday Morning Worship  
Nativity Service  - ‘I wanted to’ 

22 Dec 11am Sunday Morning Worship  - Carol Service 

24 Dec 6:30pm  
- 7:00pm 
11:30pm 

Family Service   
’With love from God to you’  Part 1 
Candlelight Service  - ‘The coming’ 

25 Dec 10:30am -  
11:00 am 

Celebration Service 
‘With love from God to you’ Part 2 

29 Dec 11am 
7pm 

Sunday Morning Worship 
The Gathering 

5 Jan 11am 
 

Communion Service - Rev A Rankin 
Share Part 1 - The Big Overview  

12 Jan 11am 
 
4pm - 6pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Rankin 
Share Part 2 - Building Relationships  
Messy Church @ St Molua’s Church of Ireland 

19 Jan 11am Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Gilicze    
Share Part 3: Loving People  

26 Jan 11am 
 
7pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Gilicze  
Share Part 4: Journey with People  
The Gathering 

2 Feb 11am 
 
3pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Rankin  
Share Part 5: Know our Mission Field   
Afternoon Service 

9 Feb 11am 
 
4pm - 6pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Rankin 
Inside Out: An Outward Facing Community  
Messy Church @ Stormont Presbyterian 

16 Feb 11am 
 
7pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Rankin 
Inside Out: Not Like us  
Ordination/Installation of Elders Stormont PC 

23 Feb 11am 
 
7pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Gilicze 
Share Part 6: Cultivating Community  
The Gathering 

1 Mar 11am  
 
3pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Gilicze 
Share Part 7: Bringing our worlds together  
Afternoon Service 

8 Mar 11am 
 
4pm - 6pm 

Sunday Morning Worship - Rev A Gilicze 
Share Part 8: My role  
Messy Church @ St Molua’s Church of Ireland 

SERVICES IN STORMONT  

PRAYER  
BREAKFASTS  

Come along and enjoy a               
continental breakfast as 

we pray for the life of 
Stormont Presbyterian 

Church and for one    
another.  No one is too 

young or too old to pray!  
This is for all the church 
family, so plan to join us 
on the following dates: 

Saturday 7th December 
2020 

Saturday 11th January 
Saturday 8th February 
Saturday 14th March 

  8:30am—9:30am 

SUNDAY  
AFTERNOON  

SERVICES  

If Sundays mornings 
have become               

challenging for you we 
would  remind you of our 

monthly  Afternoon           
Service, lasting                

30 minutes and followed 
by fellowship time over 
tea, coffee and cake.  

Every other service is a 
communion service.  

Friends and relatives are 
most welcome to            

accompany you to this 
service or we can            

arrange a lift if this is            
necessary. 

Sunday 1st December 
Sunday 2nd February 

2020 
Sunday 1st March 
Sunday 3rd May 
Sunday 7th June 

3:00pm 
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Bereavements 

We would ask you to remember the family and friends of all who have been bereaved in recent weeks          
especially the family and friends of: 

 

 

 

23/08/2019  Mrs Margaret Reid 29 Stormont Park,Belfast 

22/09/2019  Dr Ken Nelson 4 Rosepark East, Belfast 

19/10/2019  Mrs Eunice Thallon 27 Summerfield, Conlig, Newtownards 

31/10/2019  Mr Colin Douglas Domnall Care Home, Dundonald 



“We are SPC” 

Edna Bell is our hard working church administrator. You will find her in the church            
office Monday to Friday from 9am-1pm, and she is the first point of contact at SPC for 
many people, whether on the phone or calling in, in person. Edna’s home congregation 
is Scrabo Hall in Newtownards, but she is also very much part of our SPC family as 
she keeps our ministers and congregation alike on track week by week so that the 
church has all the information it needs to run smoothly. 
 
I asked Edna a few questions about her role as church administrator, and how she sees herself in that role 
Showing People Christ. 
 
How long have you been our church administrator? 
I have been working now as the administrator at SPC for just over one year (16 months).  Previously I worked 
part time, for 11 years, as an administrator for a ministry that promoted Bible study.  Prior to that I was a full 
time Mum. 
 
Can you describe that a typical week in the church office looks like for you? 
As your administrator I do a bit of everything from recording the free will offerings, updating members details to 
reallocating folk to new pastoral care teams all on the church’s database. Producing the power points for the 
services and preparing printed materials—anything from communion cards, invitations, announcement sheets 
to the newsletter you are now reading.  Communicating by email about various aspects of church life as well as 
being on hand every morning to greet anyone calling at the church in person.  Mostly what you would expect 
from an admin post, a variety of jobs that hopefully support the activities of church life. 
 
Can you describe any particular challenges/a challenge you have had as part of your job, and have you any             
highlights? 
As already mentioned, SPC is not my home church but I have been welcomed by all as a fellow member of 
God’s family which knows no boundaries – definitely a highlight!  Challenges – getting my head around the 
heating system – which boiler feeds which area? now that’s a challenge! 
 
At SPC, we are aiming to Show People Christ.  How would you say you are doing this in your role as church               
administrator? 
When I think of what it means to show people Christ, I’m reminded of the familiar acronym WWJD (what would 
Jesus do).  I suppose that is the question I have to ask myself in all I do within my role.  Whatever                   
conversations I have, whoever I greet and how I do the work asked of me – am I doing this as Jesus would? 
That is a high call, but with God’s help I hope I can show people Christ as I carry out the role of SPC’s               
administrator. 
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Monday 16th December - 8pm - Stormont Presbyterian 
The Ben Clark Christmas Concert with Concentio, directed by Jonathan Ireland, in              
support of the Moving Mountains Trust and The Northern Ireland Children's kidney fund. 
This fantastic musical event has become a firm favourite in our  annual Christmas                       
calendar.  Please join us for an evening of  glorious music, performed by one of Ireland's most 
highly regarded choral groups. Step off the world for an hour or two and feel the true spirit of                
Christmas. We'd love to see you there.  No ticket required.  Donations will be gratefully received 
on the night.  

The Annual Sustainable Postal Service will operate again this year!  
Areas covered BT3, BT4, BT5, BT6 + BT16.  The post box will be in the vestibule on Sundays 
during December and cards will be delivered by Christmas Eve. 
Suggested donation – 60p per card.  Money raised will go towards World Development Appeal. 

Stormont Presbyterian PW 
Invite you to join them for Afternoon Tea 
Saturday 30th November 2.00pm - 4.00pm  In the Main Hall 
Musical Entertainment will be provided by ‘Class Act’ 
Suggested donation £10 (proceeds to PW funds) 
Tickets available from any PW member or from the church office. 
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Since September the Evergreens have had a variety of very interesting speakers 
etc. These included - 100 years of the History of Belfast, Recycling and garbage            
disposal, Noel Spence from the Tudor cinema on his short stories (10 books to 
date), Quizzes, The Seed Sowers Puppeteers - Marian Gibson on her wonderful 
work with the Red Cross in areas of world wide disasters - the 2004 tsunami,            
Kegworth disaster, Omagh bomb, to name but a few. Not forgetting “Travels in 
Southern Africa” by our intrepid,  in-house traveller Dennis 
Boyd 
Very many thanks to everyone who contributed so generously 

to the Shoe Box Appeal -  83 filled shoeboxes (transport costs included) were sent off 
to children in countries of great need. 
We are looking forward to some Christmas flower arranging and of course our annual 
Christmas meal. 
This is just a selection of the very interesting folk we meet on Wed. mornings at the Evergreens at 10am. in 
Kirk Cara. 
We would be delighted to welcome you and your friends 

 

Rev Albin Rankin, Minister Phone: 90656642 ext. 21, Mob: 07740580295  Email: albin@stormontchurch.org  
Rev Andras Gilicze Phone: 90656642 ext. 23, Email: rev.driss@gmail.com 
The Church Office Phone: 90656642 ext. 20, Email: office@stormontchurch.org 
Church website: www.stormontchurch.org                                                                                                                     

If you would like to donate a gift this year please bring it along to church by            
Sunday 8th December or leave it into the church office before this date. 
Thank you for your help in the past and we pray that you will be able to support the 
Appeal again this year.  Items that can be donated are as follows: 
New Toys, Toiletries, Sweets, Selection Boxes etc  

STOREHOUSE                                                                                                                                            
Storehouse Christmas Hamper  - This year in support of appeal we have been 
asked to do something a little different.  We have been asked to make donations of 
new socks and pants, for all genders and ages.We would ask that all donations are 
brought to church by Sunday 15th December.                                                         
Sponsor a turkey  - As well as donating for the Storehouse Christmas Hampers  we 
can also contribute to their sponsor a Turkey campaign. You can consider  donating 
£10 to buy a turkey for another family in Belfast. You can either do that by making a 
donation via the website (https://www.give.net/sponsoraturkey2018) or alternatively 
place your donation in an envelope,  clearly marked Storehouse Turkey Appeal, and 
place it on the offering plate on a Sunday morning.                                                                                                          
A current urgent request is for good quality men's clothes. They have lots (and lots) 
or ladies clothes. but the men’s rails in the clothing boutique are looking very depleted. 
They would be incredibly grateful for donations of the following: 
Jumpers                        T-Shirts                                           Coats 
Casual Trousers            Shoes                       Hats & Gloves  
Jeans                             Brand new Underwear & Socks 
If you could ensure that any donations are in excellent condition  and are washed           
before being given. 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

The Real Advent Calendar 
The only Fairtrade Advent Calendar including a booklet about the real Christmas story and 
fair-trade chocolate.  A great gift for children. 
Available from the Traidcraft stall, on Sundays, along with Christmas cards. 
You can place orders for Christmas gifts and cards with Rosemary Hunter  
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